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Editorial
Welcome to the summer edition of earthQuaker. Whilst writing this I am listening to the radio telling me
that we have just had the driest spring since 1910 and some farmers have already lost crops due to the
lack of rain. Food prices are already increasing due to the oil prices and subsequent transport costs;
drought will inevitably have an impact on food prices too. We certainly live in interesting times; how
does this affect and/or feel to you? Let us know, write to us and share your thoughts with other
earthQuaker readers.
We would like more photos of people actively engaged in environmentally friendly activities for the
Living Witness website, do you have any that we could use? If you have hard copies rather than digital
ones I can scan them and send them back if needed.

Dee Sayce

QCEA Day Conference in York (5th March 2011)
As Quakers, we are called to witness to a world that is transformed, that is sustainable and just. At the
heart of this transformation is the recognition of the need for community – from the local to the global.
In response to the community challenges of energy security, climate change and conflict, the Quaker
Council for European Affairs (QCEA) organised a day-conference at the York (Friargate) Meeting House on
Saturday, 5 March subtitled, 'Europe leads the way'. The keynote speaker was Linda McAvan, member of
the European Parliament for Yorkshire and Humberside, who informed us what the European Institutions
were doing. Her hour-long presentation was well received by the nearly 90 audience members in
attendance, and a healthy discussion about Europe's role ensued during questions.
Ms. McAvan's presentation was followed by staff from QCEA who shared their experience lobbying for
ambitious legislation, particularly as it related to energy efficiency and savings (the cheapest, largest and
most immediate energy source available to Europeans). A simple lunch was then served, followed by a
selection of five workshops looking at different aspects of the day-conference theme: from the EU budget
and climate justice to industrial food production and practical Quaker witness.
So, where do Europe's hopes rest? Many European politicians say energy efficiency standards need to be
made binding, in the way that greenhouse gas emission limits were in the EU. Owing to its enormous
economic, social and environmental potential, efficiency savings is the win-win policy message. But
without stronger action and leadership, energy savings will remain a voluntary policy that European
countries have largely ignored.
Advocating sustainable energy security is not easy; our challenge remains to close the gap between good
intentions and human nature, and our lesson is not to allow ourselves to fall into despair in the absence of
immediate progress. As long as the European institutions are looking for answers, Quakers (and the other
Brussels-based NGOs working in the public interest) will continue to make sure they are asking the right
questions.
Paul Parrish
Policy Officer (Sustainable Energy Security)
Quaker Council for European Affairs (QCEA)
http://www.quaker.org/qcea/energysecurity/
http://www.qceablog.wordpress.com
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Shale Gas – Climate change cure or curse?
Shale gas potential and problems
Shale gas is gas (mainly methane) which can be extracted from shale formations. This is done by a
process of drilling to great depths and injecting large quantities of water and sand with chemicals (some
toxic) under high pressure to open up cracks in the shale so gas can be extracted. So far, the main area
where shale gas has been exploited is the USA, particularly Pennsylvania. Despite problems of chemicals
entering water supplies and potentially dangerous leakages of methane, there is immense pressure on
governments from the oil and gas industry to allow wider exploitation. There are some shale gas resources
in the UK, and the government is considering whether to allow drilling here.
The exponents of shale gas (eg ref 1) claim it could provide enough energy to negate concerns over
energy security (given the limits on oil supply and difficulties of clean use of coal) into the indefinite
future, and some claim it could alleviate climate change by substituting low carbon gas for high carbon
coal. It is true that if only the direct greenhouse gas emissions from the power station or industrial plant
are considered, gas has lower emissions than coal (by a factor of about 2). However, when the escape of
methane into the atmosphere in the production and transport of gas, particularly shale gas, is considered,
using the data from ref 2 in a conservative way, gas comes out less favourably.

If fossil fuels are to be used as a significant proportion of any future energy scenario, it is generally
accepted that most of this use would need carbon capture and storage. (This assumes the technology can
be developed and proven to be
secure in the long term). However, if
there are leakages of methane to the
atmosphere before the fuel is burned
in the plant, the effect of carbon
capture is largely negated. For
conventional gas, the global warming
potential (GWP) with CCS is similar
to that for coal.
The total global warming potential
with CCS using shale gas could be
about 40% more than that for coal.
The total GWP for shale gas use with
CCS is about 3.5 times that for the
normally considered direct CO2
emissions alone.

Conclusions
If shale gas were to become available on a large scale, it would tend to keep gas prices relatively low.
Given the ease of use of gas, with simpler plant and cleaner combustion, the pressure to use it on a large
scale will be immense. It is vital that governments are made aware that the often claimed climate change
advantages of shale gas may not be substantiated, and that in any international climate change
negotiations, leakage of methane from gas drilling is taken into account realistically.
The pressures on development of non-fossil fuels and on energy efficiency and conservation to limit the
risks of climate change are greater than ever.
Perhaps the most specifically Quaker contribution that can be made on sustainability issues is to show that
a high quality of life is possible without the profligate use of resources of the typical western lifestyle.

This is a shortened version of a presentation made to Scientists for Global Responsibility by
Martin Quick. For full report, contact Martin, mjquick@talktalk.net
Ref 1 “The shale gas shock” Matt Ridley, The global warming policy foundation.
Ref 2 “Methane and the climate change footprint of natural gas from shale formations” Howarth,
Santora and Ingraffea Cornell University.
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Implications for carbon capture and storage

Warrington Local Meeting
Warrington meeting has been working to plan its future sustainability improvements. The Area meeting
commissioned an organisation to produce a sustainability audit and plan for the Manchester meetings. We
have taken the framework they've used with 8 headings and personalised it to ourselves in Warrington so
that we can build an area-based response.
Through a series of meetings in Discussion Group, Shared Breakfast, Children and Young People's
Meeting, Warden and Premises Committee and finally Local Business Meeting, we have developed the
attached plan focusing initially on the meeting house and gardens. We’ve identified what we are already
doing and have a plan for the future. We are basing our choices on one member Tony Tucker's idea of a
Step Down Philosophy. If you tend to fly, could you go by train? If you go by train, could you cycle?
Heating at 21°C at home? Could it be 20°C? etc. This recognises that, as Chinese philosophy puts it, a
journey of a 1,000 miles begins with a single step. If we can take steps and communicate this and
encourage one another, we will live more sustainably. At the same time, we are keen not to commit to
things we can’t sustain which would demoralise us. A good example of this is our desire to recycle
material in the meeting house (Warrington Borough Council doesn’t have a recycling collection for
businesses); with our small kitchen, can we reliably collect separated waste for recycling and take it home
with us based on a rota? Perhaps we can.
Warden and Premises Committee are taking forward the recommendations in the plan and Tony will be
creating a display to which we can add our steps to help communicate it all. We will also approach
Living Witness to run a workshop for us and the rest of Manchester and Warrington Area Meeting in the
Autumn to help us take the project forward.
Ged Edward

Warrington LM sustainability ideas
Advice and Queries:
41. Try to live simply. A simple lifestyle freely chosen is a source of strength. Do not be persuaded into
buying what you do not need or cannot afford. Do you keep yourself informed about the effects your style
of living is having on the global economy and environment?
42. We do not own the world, and its riches are not ours to dispose of at will. Show a loving consideration for all creatures, and seek to maintain the beauty and variety of the world. Work to ensure that our
increasing power over nature is used responsibly, with reverence for life. Rejoice in the splendour of
God's continuing creation.
Following a recent meeting of Warden and Premises Committee and LM, 10 members of Warrington
meeting have met and decided we want to explore with as many members as possible how we can make
some improvements and encourage one another to live out a Quaker witness to the world in the face of a
growing need for more sustainable lifestyles. We agreed that the following three items were important to
focus on:

Making the Meeting House and our estate more sustainable

Explore and find ways of living more sustainable lives

Supporting one another in our efforts to live lives in accordance with the above
We recognise there are limits to our actions (e.g. historical status of the building, needs of the building’s
users, money, our time (esp. any impact on Janet, other pressures, etc). The emphasis should be practical,
simple, and achievable ideas if possible.
The ideas generated so far are focussed on making the Meeting House and our estate more sustainable
include the following, some of which we’re already doing, others are new for discussion.
4
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What we are doing

Stepping Down: next steps

Energy:
We have a 7-day heating timer and thermostat,
We will check the loft insulation is evenly spread
and complete.
Internal porch and secondary glazing are not
feasible.

Have a heating engineer assess the heating system to
improve its balance and see if we can turn down the
heating more easily. We will install radiator
reflectors, curtains in the small meeting room and
room thermometers, draught proof door into main
corridor (and fit a proper door closer) and the
landing door, explore having blankets in the
meeting room, encourage one another to bring extra
layers to MfW and changing electricity provider to
get a green tariff.
Volunteers could help other friends to take practical
steps if they can’t manage themselves (e.g. draught
proofing)

Water: Water butt and save-a-flushes in toilet
cisterns appear not to be feasible because of poor
drains. Dishwasher: insufficient space. Information about how to choose half and full toilet
flushes is displayed

Encourage water reduction at home e.g. messages
such as reduce as well as save, shower rather than
bath, turn off tap when brushing our teeth, turn off
shower whilst soaping, is it worth getting a water
meter?

Buildings and Local Neighbourhood: Garden
- we have planted 2 apple and a cherry tree
recently. Bees Abroad event planned for May.
We don’t use nasty chemicals in the garden. Bird
feeders

Explore composting further.

Inclusion and Participation: We have shared
lunches and breakfast, some chairs rather than
benches

New inclusive artwork in the entrance area. Improve
comfort on benches.

Waste:

Separate our waste for recycling, provide bins for
friends take home recycling if necessary

Travel: We have bike racks. Some friends bring
others in the car

Ask if there is interest in car-sharing: provide
information on how to get to meeting by public
transport, consider altering Meeting for Worship
time to fit public transport, if there’s a need and
agreement
Local food – ask Jenny Hall to sell her farm’s
produce to us (e.g. via a box scheme) at MfW
Need to know more about veggie food

Food and Drink: Shared meals – encourage
vegetarianism while respecting choice (meat
production uses more land and produces more
carbon). Fair trade tea and coffee.
What we buy and use: Fair trade, home made,
promote local firms. We bank with the Coop
(ethical banking)
Communication, partnership and promotion:
We promote the groups who use the building
and share our values (e.g. Warrington Cycle
Campaign, Green groups, etc)

A green info/communications board in Small
Meeting Room

earthQuaker
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If there is a loving God why is there so much suffering?
One answer is to look at the part humans play in the cause of disasters & illness.

The press reported that the design of the reactors at the
Fukushima nuclear power plant has been called into
question for almost 40 years. In 1972 experts said the
Mark 1 should be discontinued because its containment
vessel is not as robust as alternatives. Five of the six
reactors at the Fukushima plant are Mark 1s. One report
said such reactors had a 90% probability of bursting
should the fuel rods overheat & melt in an accident. In
1972 the US Atomic Energy Commission said the design
should be discontinued because it was more susceptible
to explosion & rupture.
Breast cancer, testicular & prostate cancers have risen
several fold in recent years. This is believed may be due
to the over-use of man-made chemicals such as pesticides which can cause oestrogen mimics which
disrupt the human hormone & defence system. There are some 100,000 man-made chemicals in use
today and the EU say many of them have not been properly safety tested. When Israel banned the
pesticide Lindane their cancer rate dropped significantly. Lindane is mainly banned now in developed
countries but it was used for decades in garden products etc. & for treating insect infestations in humans,
such as scabies. Quite a few people died from leukaemia, including children, when the timbers inside
their house were treated for woodworm etc with Lindane. Benzene is a proven cause of cancer but is
widely used by industry. The WWF found a cocktail of toxic chemicals in the blood of almost all the 155
blood samples that they took from volunteers. The chemicals came from pesticides, plastics, non-stick
fluoride coatings and pollution. Often scientists test a chemical on its own to find out if it’s safe for
humans, but they have not tested for the synergistic (working-together) effect. Chemicals can be much
more powerful when combined.
Much suffering & tragedy is caused by corporate greed & laziness. The Nuclear Installations Inspectorate
reported a few years ago that Britain's nuclear waste tips were leaking & were "an accident waiting to
happen."
Radiation from the nuclear industry & from x-rays can cause cancer, birth defects & genetic damage. The
Royal College of Radiologists Working Party concluded that around seven million x-rays a year in UK may
be unnecessary. For this reason doctors & dentists have been recommended to share a patient's x-rays if
possible, instead of duplicating them. This is more inconvenient & so still sometimes is not done.
The government say 24,000 early deaths a year in Britain, from respiratory problems etc., are caused by
air pollution.
Many diseases can be prevented or helped by good nutrition. But much manufactured food is low in
vitamins, minerals & fibre but high in saturated fat, salt & artificial additives which are cheap ingredients.
No incentives are given for the food industry to use healthier ingredients. Cheap ingredients save the
companies money but costs the NHS (taxpayer) dear.
Hydrogenated fats were added to our food for decades until the Consumers’ Association reported in
October 2003 that hydrogenated fats cause heart attacks and strokes. Vegetable oils were treated at high
6
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It has been fairly common business practice to calculate the cost of compensation a company would have
to pay for each life lost caused by them. If the cost of safety measures is more than this, then extra
safeguards are sometimes not put in place. What is described as an "accident" is often corporate
negligence & mismanagement.

temperature with hydrogen, to turn them into hard fats. This gave food a longer shelf-life but it blocked
arteries. Hydrogenated fat was added to many snacks and to healthy-looking ready-meals from
supermarkets & margarines.
Most responsible manufacturers have now stopped adding hydrogenated fats, but read the ingredients.
Some water companies now report that they are not able to remove all the medical drugs, perfumes,
fabric softeners, shampoos & bath products from drinking water.
Around 10,000 hospital beds a year in UK are occupied by people damaged by prescribed medical drugs.
In 2008 the NHS spent nearly £2 billion a year treating patients suffering adverse reactions to medical
drugs prescribed for them by doctors, according to figures from the think-tank Compass.
Factory farming is causing human & animal suffering., Intensive farmers feed farm animals antibiotics to
keep them healthy in their cramped, over-crowded unhealthy conditions. Humans then consume the
antibiotics in small quantities in meat. This is one cause of drug-resistant bacteria & for many antibiotics
now failing to work in hospital. The other main cause was the over-prescribing of antibiotics by GPs for
colds. New guidelines on this have now been issued to doctors.
Even in natural disasters such as earthquakes, loss of life is made worse by builders using inferior building
materials to cut costs. These break building regulations & are not strong enough to withstand earthquakes.
This was the case in the Iran earthquake some six years ago which caused many deaths. A similar sized
earthquake happened in California three days prior to the Iran earthquake, yet only three people were
killed in California because their buildings were built to better withstand earthquakes.
Many of the floods in UK over recent years which have damaged people’s houses & possessions, were
caused because Britain’s flood defences were not kept in good order. New houses have been built on
flood plains, where fields were left empty to soak up flood water.
This is not the full answer as there will always be some suffering that we can't understand. It's hard that
individuals have to suffer for something which is not their fault. But God gave mankind has free will.
Edmund Burke said "Evil triumphs when good people do nothing". So we should inform our MPs &
companies that we consider health & safety to be important.
Looking at the details of disasters you can often see they were caused by greed, because financial
considerations were put first & many were caused by laziness & complacency. Listening to the news you
will often hear that warnings given of potential disasters were ignored by those in authority.
This could be mentioned when people blame God for sad occurrences.
A. Wills

Useful Info
Living Witness member John Barnabas, has sent a batch of relevant leaflets and anyone is welcome to
ask the editor for a copy of any of the following:
Christian Ecology Link - www.christian-ecology.org.uk
Dehumanising Destruction - Global injustice organisation - www.speak.org.uk
Peace News - are planning a summer camp 28th July - 1st August 2011 - www.peacecamp.info
Radical Routes - A mutual aid network of co-operatives building practical alternatives to capitalism’s
ecological crisis - www.radicalroutes.org.uk
National Peace and Justice Network - www.justice-and-peace.org.uk
earthQuaker
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In a 4º world

Here’s one scenario, gleaned from various sources, mainly UK Met Office
and the US climate scientists, but from quite wide reading. In no way must
we see the following as purely negative and doomsday stuff. Challenging,
yes, and all entirely possible, but by no means inevitable, and a long way
better than not facing the hard facts.
The New Scientist map of the 4º world shows New Zealand, parts of
southern Argentina, Chile and some of northern Australia as being the only land in the southern
hemisphere capable of sustaining human life in any numbers. A view which coincides with conditions
outlined in Mark Lynas’, book, “Six Degrees” and IPCC scenarios.
In the northern hemisphere, a line running through the north of the U.S, France, northern China
demarcates the southern edge of habitable land. In between those boundaries, will be land which, for one
reason or another – lack of water, temperature changes preventing germination of crops, desert – is
incapable of sustaining human life, with small areas capable of sustaining human life scattered through it.
Of course no one knows for sure what conditions will be, but the models provide insights into forced
human migrations.
Changing light bulbs and installing solar water heaters, even planting trees, and refusing to make the real
changes is too dangerous. As droughts become more frequent in Australia, the U.S. and South Africa,
possibly South America, their people will increasingly look to settling in New Zealand. And the writing
will be on the wall for further people pressure. It might be very difficult to contain immigration (invasion)
to below 20 million. Visitors from Australia exceeded 1 million in 2009 alone (New Zealand Dept. of
Statistics), how many of them will have us as a destination of choice if things get tough?
By the time we reach 4º above the pre-industrial revolution baseline, New Zealand might well have to try
to feed a population of 20 million or more. There will be less than one hectare of arable land per person,
including that needed for buildings. Just now, we share about 13,700,000 hectares of arable land with
5,161,589 dairy cattle, 4,494,678 beef animals, nearly 40,000,000 sheep. Clearly, the only land left for
animals in a 4º world will be that which is unsuitable for intensive fruit, nut and vegetable production,
much of which will probably be grown in glass houses. Permaculture techniques as used in the mountains
of Austria will make more of our high-country available for growing food. Hills will be terraced and dry
land swale farming methods as used in parts of Africa will bring into production much which is now only
used for animal grazing. Thus meat will be of necessity a minimal part of diets. Acidic oceans will have
ceased to breed fish. Forests as carbon sinks will not be as essential as they are now, because there’ll be
less fossil fuel burned, but I expect even in those modern houses there’ll still be a place for wooden
furniture, and, one would hope, craftsmanship. As well, wild forests will grow on land too steep for
harvesting without causing erosion and be regarded as erosion control and carbon sinks.
Or am I clinging to old values? Values which ignore the possibility of such anarchy that the violent leaders
will again live in hovels.
Cities will be of high-rise buildings, designed on passivhaus principles and needing no heating inputs
apart from cooking. Some will be floating cities on our lakes and off coastlines; you can see plans for them
on the web, and in Te Papa. They will be built on marginally productive land. They will be crowded.
Playing fields and city parks will be growing potatoes and silver beet. There will be no space for sprawling
slums, but similar conditions of poverty will be seen unless people find new ways of distributing wealth,
new more fair fiscal systems and fresh attitudes towards each other. Life for most will not be as pleasant as
it is now. Democracy might be unable to cope. The trading era as we know it will have ended as world
populations contract, us down here and the others north of around latitude 50º N and surplus/tradable
food is unavailable. A situation that will soon prevail even now, as water shortages hit the world’s main
8
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New Zealand Population 20 million, or whatever the maximum crowded
population turns out to be.

food baskets. Tourism, that dangerous generator of Greenhouse Gasses emissions, will probably not be
viable or acceptable or survive the end of the era of the elite few (the millions who fly intercontinental
now are, in world figures, in fact an elite few).
It seems inevitable that new fiscal systems will have evolved to cope with the demands of maintaining life,
hopefully more attractive than basic survival but possibly just that. And having learned from the pitfalls
that have led to the huge discrepancies between rich and poor, the control of food and other essentials,
and the ills and injustices of a market-driven society.
Industries largely will be confined to using local supplies of raw materials. Where they source their metals
for heavy industry I’ve no idea. Perhaps what little of Australia is inhabited will be devoted to mining to
supply the small Southern population. Some means of manufacturing, for example power generating
machinery locally might be around, though there are designs - dreamed up before the end of the oil age
was a perceived scene - for wind-powered ships capable of long distance international trade.
I find the prospect of a 4º world unattractive and can only advocate that we bust a gut trying to limit the
rise in temperature to 3º when there might be a chance that our grandchildren will look back upon the 4º
scenario as the closest humanity has ever been to extinction. And it could happen suddenly. The IPCC
shared the 2007 Nobel Peace Prize for its fourth assessment report, or AR4. One finding was that global
temperatures could rise by 4 degrees by the end of the 2050s.
I look around at all the townspeople riding in 4 x 4s; the
supermarket shelves laden with heavy bottles of wine, the surplus
plastic wrapping; hardware shops full of high carbon content toys
from China; see the bright-coloured travel ads, and I join the ranks
of those advocating some form of carbon rationing.
Anthony Maturin,
Wellington NZ MM

Link Group Gathering: Sustaining Hope
Our autumn Link Group gathering will be at the Quaker Community in Bamford on 30th September to
2nd October 2011. As ever, this is an opportunity to catch up with other Friends in the Living Witness
network, to share experiences and develop our thinking on our Quaker sustainability witness. There will
be worship twice daily and we’ll cook and eat together.
This will be the first Link Group gathering following Yearly Meeting Gathering and we hope to have
threads to pick up from Canterbury. We also want to focus on one of the biggest challenges we face in
motivating ourselves and others in our sustainability witness: how do we sustain hope?
Bamford, in the beautiful Hope Valley in the Peak District, is the perfect setting. The rail station is 1/2 mile
away and there are regular buses from Sheffield. The community is surrounded by riverside and hill walks.
There are opportunities for involvement in community work, especially in the gardens and woodland.
There will be some free time on the Saturday afternoon and you’re welcome to stay on a self-catering
basis for a couple of days before or after the gathering.
The cost of attending is £75 for the weekend (from Friday supper to Sunday lunch), plus £15/day for any
additional stay. Please don’t make cost a barrier to attending: concessions are available.
Registration forms available on www.livingwitness.org.uk ‘Events’ page or contact;
Dee – dee@livingwitness.org.uk or 01663 308656
earthQuaker
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News from the Island of Arran
I went to the AGM of ESIN, the European Small Islands
Network on Samso island in Denmark on behalf of SIF, Scottish
Islands Federation and was able to hear first hand how they had
established their energy self sufficiency with cleverly orchestrated community buy-in. Our SIF secretary is Camille Dressler
of Eigg who was of course instrumental, along with help from
Andy Wightman and Alistair McIntosh, in the community buy
out of the island, and subsequently setting up their own second
hand wind turbines. Apparently there are many second hand
turbines available from Denmark, usually because they are only
50M high instead of 100m high which they now prefer to use.
There are many community Biomass plants, using whatever fuel
is prevailant to the particular vicinity. The Biomass plants
produce hot water which is piped to dwellings within 3 miles. Solar panel back up systems are usually in
place.
There are a small minority of us on Arran who would support such projects but we find that island
dwellers are very busy young families, the parents often having 2 or 3 part time jobs. The older people
have worked hard all their lives and have come to the island to retire. They don't want to be involved
with demanding work of this kind. I have time at present but don't have an income so really am unable to
drum up enough support for sustainable projects on my own.
Many of the homes are badly built and would involve considerable expense to upgrade insulation,
reflooring etc. and installation of appropriately chosen integrated sustainable energy. The next major
problem is lack of adequate training resources for sustainable builders, plumbers, heating engineers etc.
Yesterday I spent some time trying to locate training facilities in Scotland for Green Plumbing. I couldn't
find anything. There are quite a few young companies springing up in England. Argyll College have just
set up a very small facility with a local builder in Bute, but it still doesn't cover plumbing.
I have just found one company, having met the person at a local energy Scotland information day in
Largs, Solar PV Company, Kilmarnock. I'm not sure if this is the same company; www.solarpv.co.uk very
useful information, including latest solar PV roofing membrane, which could be amazingly useful as a two
edged sword for property upgrades.
According to George Goudsmit of AES Ltd. suppliers of solar hot water systems since the 70's, all the latest
products are coming from China as they are so rapidly developing, often with the latest work from our
universities. George works with Prof. Susan Rouf of Heriot Watt University on community projects.
On Arran I personally know that many of our retired men have extensive scientific and engineering skills,
how can we persuade them to help in their community? If we could get 5 men to help we would then
need premises. The new school on Arran cost a fortune and is badly designed, wasting a lot of internal
space and not even a Biomass plant, we are surrounded by prolific forestry . We have an old Village Hall
in Lamlash which has been closed down for several years. North Ayrshire Council have been trying many
tricks to bring about a dismantling exercise C(S) listed, having been build of hard wood, around 1912. The
Community Council say that as the building structure is wood that the place would be a serious fire risk-funny as my partner's son is Fire Commander for the area, brought up on Arran, and as we discussed the
building has been OK since 1912--doesn't that tell us something?
Availability of fairly priced property is very rare on the islands as many people have invested in properties
for the tourist industry which is only just beginning to realise that even our natural resources--ie. mountains, beaches, pathways, parking, alien species reduction, fishing protection cannot be taken for granted!
I went to 'Wild Scotland' AGM a couple of months ago, members who run eco tourist businesses are
making great improvements. I've been able to pass on the information to www.visitarran.com with whom
I have worked for the last couple of years. www.arrantrust.com has just been set up with guidance from
the Cumbrian Nature Nurture organisation.
I am aware of funding options as updates are frequently forwarded from www.communityenergyscotland
10
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Is there any Quaker funding to harness the definitive sustainability plan which could be developed into
action on a large scale?
Back to subject of Fyne Social Housing and associated sustainability of housing for a rapidly increasing
population level, in November I went to a conference organised by Chartered Institute of Housing,
entitled "All mixed Up--Managing Mixed Tenure" where I heard both inspirational, and legally astute
people who are actively involved with improving housing conditions in some of the worst areas of
Glasgow and other parts of Scotland.
Finally as a committee member of Community of Arran Seabed Trust www.arrancoast.com please look at
their website for up to date information after 17 years of hard work to attain Scotland's only minute No
Take Zone (NTZ). We had a symposium a couple of months ago, organised by Dr.Sally Campbell also of
Lamlash, along with Sen. Law Lecturer Tom Appleby. All the presentations are on the website. Conclusions that all significant allied organisations such as NT, MCS, etc. Last year I did communicate with
someone about possibly bringing our COAST information boards, and film to the yearly meeting but I
notice that the brochure is already printed ie for yearly meeting, Canterbury 2011, perhaps we can still
help if anyone reading this can suggest how?
I resigned from the CC to re-focus my efforts via. SIF and hopefully to discover other Quakers living on
Scottish Islands who could pull together with us. Perhaps this is something we could develop together?
Jenny Meade - Arran Jan 2010

Does renewable energy really create more jobs?
Former US President Bill Clinton gave the following statistics when he spoke at Guilford College in
Greensboro, N.C., in late 2010:
"For every $1 billion spent on coal energy, 800 jobs are created.
For every $1 billion spent on solar energy, 1,900 jobs are created.
For every $1 billion spent on wind energy, 3,300 jobs are created.
For every $1 billion spent on retrofitting buildings, 7,000 jobs are created.
That makes it pretty obvious what we should support to decrease our carbon footprints and support the
economy," Clinton said. Also said to be poor jobs-creators are: nuclear-fission power plants and multibillion-dollar military weapons systems.
But current high unemployment around the world isn't caused simply by our leaders having pushed for
the wrong kind of technology. It is also a necessary side-effect of an un-ecological economic system.
The current economic system is based on the assumption that the money economy can and will continue
to expand in order to satisfy rising material expectations of a rapidly growing population. It does not take
into account the earth's finite capacity to support economic activity. It does not address the impossibility
of all borrowers repaying all debt plus interest, particularly during dips in economic cycles. The result is
normally a net loss of natural and social capital, even as financial capital expands and is steadily shifted to
an already wealthy minority.
Therefore, any given technological development, whether renewable or non-renewable, can actually lead
to more unemployment and under-employment.
A major shift to renewables must be accompanied by a retooling of the economic system so that money
will finance only sustainable enterprises and so that progress is measured more by our well-being,
happiness, and ecosystem health and less by gross material through-put.
LC
US Quaker Earthcare Witness
www.quakerearthcare.org
earthQuaker
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Yearly Meeting Gathering in Canterbury
Growing in the Spirit: changing the way
we live to sustain the world we live in
In 2001 the residential Yearly Meeting in Exeter
considered our ‘witness to God in all creation’.
We issued a passionate call to action which was
part of the stimulus for setting up Living Witness
Project, supporting Friends and Meetings in
developing our corporate witness on sustainable
living.
This summer’s Yearly Meeting Gathering in Canterbury will again have sustainability as one of its
main focuses. There is no clear proposal or plan of action on the agenda. Rather there will be a
lot of opportunities in plenary sessions and options to explore aspects of the YMG theme.
Towards the end of the week we aim to draw together the threads of the week and consider what
decisions might come to the Friday morning ‘as led’ session.
Living Witness will be very much present at YMG – we are organising several options with
QPSW and Woodbrooke, as well as our own Wednesday workshops and a stall at the Groups
Fair. In particular please do come to the Monday afternoon session in the Big Top to share your
experience of sustainability witness in your life and meeting.
A great deal is now happening in local meetings. Woodbrooke has started the Good Lives project
and QPSW has a new committee on economics, sustainability and peace. Quakers have a
reputation among the mainstream churches and the environmental and activist movements for
being advanced in our thinking and practice on sustainability.
Somehow though, Friends have floundered in developing a corporate sense of direction. This is
partly because Quaker process involves waiting until we are in unity. We don’t have a leadership
that can simply decide on our major campaigns. Sometimes Quaker integrity seems to get in the
way. How can we speak out for sustainability when we are so aware how we fall short? There are
tensions – should we emphasise a distinctive Quaker contribution or should we throw our weight
behind the initiatives of other faith groups and secular campaigns?
Then there’s the challenge that everyone faces, Quaker or not. It is getting harder to believe that
society will wake up and change in time to avert catastrophic climate change. Even if we are
able to sustain our own hope and vision, it is hard to see where to put our energy.
For me this is where Quaker gifts and experience are really needed: being willing to listen,
engage with complexity, answer that of God in people and organisations even when they seem
unconscious and destructive. One of the most distinctive Quaker gifts is meeting for worship for
business, especially when applied in a large group like Britain Yearly Meeting.
So... I’m looking forward to seeing you in Canterbury!
Laurie Michaelis
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Poems
On the
The Old Days

Marais

“I remember radiators in all the rooms
under windows - long metal grids
almost too hot to touch. No-one
wore pullovers indoors.
And no matter what time of day, you’d get
water from the taps. We had a bathtub,
a big one. I took a bath every night!”

For an hour
we’ve hired the experience
of life in the marais:
low in the water,
half-submerged, nearly dissolved
in liquid light
squatting on hard boards
in the fisherman’s punt
towered over
by forests of osiers where
hunters hide; and out
on to the levels of shining
water, where time slows
to the almost subliminal
flow of the current, and sound
lulls down to the hush
of breeze in reeds, the small lapping
of our wake against the piles,
creak of wood, quiet comments
from passing wildfowl.
Even the marais’ words
whisper: roseaux,
chaume, chaland, sangsue.

Describe your living room.

“When I came down first thing
there’d be all these little red eyes
round the room in the dark, like pets.
(We’d a real dog, too; people did.)
A computer, TV, hi-fi, lamps everywhere,
even a street lamp. The space
was what they called open-plan.”
And the outside of the house – what
did that look like?
“Those days it was plain, stone and slate –
no clutter, no solar panels, no wind turbine,

just a small satellite dish sprouting
out of the gable end, like an ear.
No veg or weeds; a proper lawn, a rockery
with heather. And our Volvo estate –
we went everywhere in that.”
What could you hear, standing there?

“Strimmers, chainsaws, tractors, quadbikes,
the school bus and the postman’s van;
hovermowers and hedgeclippers; calves
roaring for their mothers; the main road
a mile away. The odd nuthatch, trilling,
maybe a willow-warbler. The swallows
still came. And bees, millions of bees.
“Never thought I’d miss that dreary
monotonous squawk of sparrows
or the songthrush going off full blast
every blessed day in the dark, like an alarm. “
Stevie Krayer

But when Madame
in her curlers lifts the dripping
punt-pole over our shoulders
to point out
with an alarming dip of the boat
a goose or grazing cow
as if they were rarities, then
a distant steeple-tip the only building
visible, thanks to
its six-metre elevation –
I foresense
the drowned future
we are drifting dreamily towards.
Stevie Krayer
__________________________
*First published in Poetry Wales
Summer 2010
earthQuaker
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Letters
I was rather amused by Lizz Roe’s reference to “the Amish trick of soaking for 12 hours before washing” (earthQuaker Spring 2010). Less exotically, my mother, a Glaswegian living in Lancashire, did this all
her life. She never had a washing machine, only a large hand- operated mangle with wooden rollers. On
Sunday evening the whole family would have baths, in Lux soap flakes, then the dirty clothes would soak
in the last tub-full and on Monday she would do all the washing by hand. Dinner on Mondays was always
genuine home-made Scotch broth, as being the easiest to prepare.
She never had a dryer, immersion heater, car, freezer, in fact any electric gadget except and iron and a
wireless, though she did acquire a vacuum cleaner when I was fourteen. The house was “heated” by one
open coal fire in the living room, with a back boiler to provide hot water. She made most of the clothes
on a sewing machine operated by a foot treadle. We went everywhere on foot or by public transport,
being fortunate to have excellent bus and train services. And if you think she must have had lots of spare
time, not so; she had to go out to work when my father’s health broke down at the end of the war. That
was when I took over cutting the grass and the tall privet hedges with shears, after doing my school work.
Our carbon footprint must have been minute, despite the coal fire and the small gas oven, but it was easy
to be “green” because that was our way of life and I’m sure we were little different from most of our
neighbours and relations. It is sad to read how difficult Lizz has found it even to approach this way of
living. We were lucky to have many little local shops and a good larder made a fridge unnecessary. If the
milk went sour we just made cottage cheese.
It will take more than individual efforts to regain this lack of reliance on electricity as the infrastructure is
disappearing.
Dorothy Woolley

Quaker Community – latest developments
The last year has been an exciting, difficult, sometimes very tiring time at the Quaker Community in Bamford. Several community members decided to leave in the first half of 2010, and in June the remaining
members agreed to lay down the existing group and advertise for Friends to form a new one. Following
gatherings in September and October ten Friends joined the community’s housing co-op as “prospective
tenants”. Of those ten, four are now living at the community. A fifth has moved her furniture here and
plans to move in herself in July. Four have decided that the time is not right for them. So there is space
and if you’d like to live in a Quaker community with daily worship and a commitment to the Testimonies,
please do get in touch!
We are developing the Community with focuses on sustainability, education, and offering hospitality including courses and retreats. We are in an ideal setting for this, with easy rail and bus access, fantastic
views across Hope Valley, loads of riverside and hill walks, and our own extensive woodland and wildlife
area. The new members have been working hard on the land and this summer we are planning to begin
major improvements to the buildings. These include insulating the stone walls, replacing the ancient heating system, installing some new wood stoves, overhauling the roof, and generally upgrading for safety and
hygiene.
You’re welcome to come on a self-catering personal retreat. There are also opportunities to come as part
of a group. Quaker Voluntary Action is organising a Working Retreat here with Living Witness on 3-10
September. We’re hoping this will include redecorating following the insulation work. And the next Living
Witness Link Group will be here on 30 September to 2 October. If you are interested please get in touch
with me – laurie@livingwitness.org.uk or 01433 659329.
Laurie Michaelis
14
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Postal Book Circle
A book group to share favourite books with other members who are mostly Quakers. It has been running
for a number of years and usually lasts for 6 months during the autumn and winter, and the next circle
starts in September. The only cost is the postage, and it involves sending a
favourite book, usually a paperback to the next person on the list who reads it
for a month, before sending it on again.
Some of the books we’ve enjoyed have been classic books on self-sufficiency
and simplicity: Helen Nearing’s ‘The Good Life’, Duane Elgin’s ‘Voluntary
Simplicity’, also Davidson’s ‘History of Living Simply’ in the US’. More recent
books have been: ‘The Virago Book of Women Travellers’, Tom Hodgkinson’s
blueprint for a simpler and freer way of life ‘How to be Free’, and Annie
Leonard’s ‘The Story of Stuff’, showing how it our out of control consumption
habits that are killing the planet.
Jill Barton
For more information, please contact the editor

Deadline for the next issue of earthQuaker - 15th August 2011
Please post or email contributions to the editor,
Dee Sayce, 7, Bowden Crescent, New Mills, High Peak, SK22 4LN
or 01663 308656, 07837 578382 or email: dee@livingwitness.org.uk

All contributions welcome - articles, reports, poems, ideas, letters
Include your postal address and telephone number or email address but we will not include contributors’
contact details in earthQuaker unless specifically asked to. Members wishing to contact a contributor can
get in touch through the editor - contact details above. Where email addresses need to be included they
will be converted into images so that machines can not read them.

Membership

Suggested donation £5.00
(£3.00 for age 18-25);
Free to under 18’s.

I wish to join Living Witness as an individual member.
Name:

Please make cheque payable to
“Living Witness Project”

Address:

Email/phone:
Delete as appropriate - I prefer earthQuaker:
by post (b&w)
by email as a pdf (colour)
I am happy to access it from www.livingwitness.org.uk (colour)

and send to:
Living Witness
Quaker Community
Water Lane
Bamford
Hope Valley
S33 0DA

I enclose £
Gift Aid declaration (please tick box if appropriate):
[ ] I would like you to reclaim tax on my donations (you must pay an amount of income tax and/or
capital gains tax equal to the tax we reclaim on your donations).
Date:
earthQuaker
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Diary events in 2011
24th – 26th June
Quakers & Transition at Woodbrooke
30th July - 6th August
Living Witness at Yearly meeting Canterbury
3rd - 10th September
Quaker Voluntary Action Working Retreat at
Quaker Community, Bamford
30th September – 2nd October
Link Group at Bamford, Derbys.
4th – 6th November
Resource People Gathering (Venue to be arranged)

Living Witness (LW) is a Quaker charity
supporting Friends’ witness to sustainable
living and taking it to the wider community
in Britain and elsewhere.
LW has worked since 2002 with a growing network
of Quaker meetings, connected through regular link
group gatherings, newsletters and shared resources.
At the beginning of 2008 LWP merged with Quaker
Green Action, which since 1986 has been the main
forum for Friends sharing a Concern for sustainability.
We welcome both individual Friends and meetings
as members of our network and participants in our
gatherings. Please get in touch with the LW coordinator if you would like a workshop or speaker
session in your meeting.
The co-ordinator is Laurie Michaelis. The office
address is Living Witness , Quaker Community,
Water Lane, Bamford, Hope Valley S33 0DA.
To contact Laurie by email use as before:
laurie@livingwitness.org.uk
Website is www.livingwitness.org.uk, where
publications including earthQuaker (colour version!)
can be downloaded.
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